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Miami Connections is an alternative school program for local youth at risk, located on the 
campus of Miami University. Its purpose is to improve the preparation of teacher candidates 
and to assist qualifying ninth and tenth graders in their transition to high school. Each semester 
the program hosts 50 to 100 academic tutors and 30 one-on-one mentors. Mentors are 
supported by a one credit hour service learning class. 

 
Miami Connections is a Campus Mentors program. Campus Mentors is defined by four unique 
components: 

 It is located in a college or university classroom; 

 It services an at-risk student population; 

 It provides daily academic support by education majors; and 

 It provides one-on-one mentoring, supported by a college course. 
 

Student Outcomes 2010-2011 

 GPA Credits % Qualify as 
Sophomores 

  GPA Credits 

Our ninth graders 2.1 5.6 85%  Our tenth graders 1.6 5.2 

Comparison 
group 

1.5 3.5 20% 
 Last year’s 

performance 
1.1 3.7 

 

Student Outcomes 2011-2012 

 GPA Credits % Qualify as 
Sophomores 

  GPA Credits 

Our ninth graders 2.1 5.8 93%  Our tenth graders 1.7 6.4 

Comparison 
group 

1.9 5.6 60% 
 Last year’s 

performance 
1.3 3.7 
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Student Outcomes 2012-2013 

 GPA Credits % Qualify as 
Sophomores 

  GPA Credits 

Our ninth graders 2.8 6.7 100%  Our tenth graders 2.4 6.2 

Comparison 
group 

1.6 4.8 39% 
 Last year’s 

performance 
2.0 5.7 

 

Student Outcomes 2013-2014 

 GPA Credits % Qualify as 
Sophomores 

  GPA Credits 

Our ninth graders 2.1 6.3 75%  Our tenth graders 1.9 7.7 

Comparison 
group 1.8 4.9 64% 

 Last year’s 
performance 1.4 4.9 

 

Student Outcomes 2014-2015 

 GPA Credits % Qualify as 
Sophomores 

  GPA Credits 

Our ninth graders 2.5 6.7 92%  Our tenth graders 2.8 7.1 

Comparison 
group 1.5 4.2 17% 

 Last year’s 
performance 1.9 5.9 

 

Student Outcomes 2015-2016 

 GPA Credits % Qualify as 
Sophomores 

  GPA Credits 

Our ninth graders 2.32 6.4 100%  Our tenth graders 2.6 8.3 

Comparison 
group 1.4 4.2 27% 

 Last year’s 
performance 1.5 4.6 
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Mentor and Tutor Comments 

I’ve had to focus more directly on how positive of a role model I can be to those around me and those 
who look up to me, whether that’s in the classroom or outside in daily life. 

Listening, interacting, and understanding are ways as a mentor that I have practiced and improved, and 
through “learning by doing,” I am confident that I have grown as an individual and leader. 

This mentoring opportunity has been amazing. Who knew that signing up for this class would be so 
beneficial? Not only do I get to make a difference in someone’s life, but they make one in mine every 
single day. 

It’s real –the students, the challenges,  the experience, the struggles, the frustrations, and the successes. 
By far, it will remain as one of my most valuable experiences... Now, I know (that a teacher) is what I’m 
supposed to be. 

It has taught things that cannot be taught inside the classroom. I learned through a hands-on approach 
how important it is to create an effective learning environment. 

The excitement and sense of pride that a teacher can get from helping a student succeed makes it all 
worth it. If I was unsure about becoming a teacher before this program, those doubts are gone now. 

My experience surprised me in the manner it spurred my determination to teach. Even at the peak of 
my frustration, I found myself oddly eager to tutor each Monday. 

In the beginning, I only wanted to “serve my time” and be done with the program because of the stress 
it provided. By the end of my ten sessions, I found myself still going back to help out 

More colleges with communities like ours should look into providing an opportunity like this to local 
youth. 

Student Comments 

 I learned that school isn’t your enemy – it can actually help you find your talents 

 I get more credits and complete classes I would have struggled with in a normal classroom 

I feel like I can tell (my mentor) anything 

Tutors (are) smart and know how to do stuff… (they) take time to help you get an A 

I didn’t used to want to go to college, but now I do 

I didn’t have good grades before, but now I actually took the time to think about the future  

You have to try to get somewhere. It’s not just going to happen. You have to try. 

School can be fun and educating at the same time 

I used to doubt myself that I could complete assessments. If I actually try, I can actually do it 

 


